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Championing Healthy Relationships Through Athletics
Building on prior initiatives, Jana’s Campaign continues to 
lead training sessions for Coaching Boys Into Men and Athletes 
as Leaders, two evidence-based programs funded by the 
Kansas Department of Health & Environment. These programs 
empower coaches to teach young athletes about respect, consent, 
and healthy relationships, reinforcing that true strength never 
stems from violence. We’re proud 

to celebrate champion schools that have embraced this work 
over the past three years. Through these partnerships, coaches 
and athletes are becoming advocates for change, creating team 
cultures rooted in respect. Interested in implementing? $1,000 
stipends are available for schools and student organizations 
who are trained and implement the programs. Limited stipends 
available. Contact our team of Prevention Educators today!

SECONDARY EDUCATION

We are proud to share that Jana’s Campaign was 
selected as the 2025 Northwest Kansas Regional 
Winner in the Nonprofit/Healthcare category of the 
“To the Stars” Kansas Business Awards, presented by 
the Kansas Department of Commerce!

This year, a record 431 businesses, organizations, 
and individuals were nominated across 11 categories. 
“The To The Stars: Kansas Business Awards 

ceremony is more than a banquet — it’s a way to acknowledge and celebrate the 
business achievements and entrepreneurial spirit that is found in every region of our 
state,” shared Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Commerce David Toland. 
We are extremely honored to be nominated and recognized among so many 
outstanding Kansas organizations!

Jana’s Campaign Honored with “To the Stars” Kansas Business Award



Jana’s Campaign staff members, Whitney Gerstner and Kaiti Blackburn, recently had the 
privilege of presenting at the Kansas Prevention Collaborative’s 8th Annual Conference. Our 
session explored the connections and correlations between teen dating violence and suicide, 
two issues that impact youth and communities across Kansas and beyond.
One of the most compelling aspects of the presentation was the data we’ve gathered through an 
interactive activity conducted with middle and high school students in KS, NE, and CO, over the 
past decade. Out of nearly 11,000 students who’ve participated, 33% report knowing someone 
who has threatened self-harm or suicide if their relationship were to end. This statistic highlights 
the urgent need to address the intersection of relationship violence and suicide. When providing 
this programming with students, our team emphasizes the importance of unpacking these threats; helping young people 
understand the difference between manipulative behaviors and a genuine disclosure of self-harm. We also ensure students 
are aware of resources available to them. Our team is grateful for the opportunity to share insights from nearly 11 years of 
data collection and to engage in meaningful conversations about prevention. 

Unpacking the Link Between Teen Dating Violence and Suicide

Regional Campus Safety Summits
This fall, Jana’s Campaign hosted two impactful regional conferences:
Gulf Coast Campus Safety Summit at Houston Community College, Houston, TX (September)
Heartland Campus Safety Summit at the University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS (November)
These affordable, regional summits bring together college and university administrators, faculty, staff, and students 
committed to improving campus efforts to prevent and respond to sexual assault, relationship violence, and stalking.  
In total, 38 colleges and organizations attended the 2025 summits, in turn impacting hundreds of thousands of students across 
the Heartland and Gulf Coast regions.

Our team of Prevention Educators presented to approximately 1,000 freshman students at 
Fort Hays State University during their orientation sessions on relationship-based violence 
prevention in September. These presentations, coordinated in partnership with Laurie Larrick, 
Compliance Officer at FHSU, addressed topics including healthy relationships, consent, 
technology-facilitated abuse, Title IX protections, bystander intervention, and available 
campus and community resources.  
Research consistently demonstrates that early education on these issues encourages culture 
change within higher education environments. By equipping students with knowledge about 
boundaries, consent, intervention strategies, and respectful relationship behaviors, institutions 
empower students to become active participants in creating safe campuses.  
Interested in Jana’s Campaign presenting on your campus? Contact our Prevention Educators 
at janascampaign@gmail.com or 785-656-0324.

Advancing Campus Safety Through Education: FHSU Freshman Orientation

Jana’s Campaign Partners with NACADA to Launch Trauma-Informed Advising e-Tutorial
We’re excited to announce a newly developed partnership with NACADA: The Global Community 
for Academic Advising to introduce the first Trauma-Informed Advising framework designed 
specifically for higher education. Many students enter college with prior trauma or experience it 
during their academic journey. This e-Tutorial and webinar equips advisors with evidence-based 
strategies to create healthy and supportive learning environments. Building on SAMHSA’s 6 
Guiding Principles, the course adds 4 new principles tailored to advising, combining knowledge 
with practical application. The curriculum addressing topics like adverse childhood experiences, 
relationship-based violence, and crisis response. Advisors who participate will leave with concrete 
tools to better support student success.  

The first iteration of e-Tutorial occurred this fall and will be available for open enrollment in March and June 
2026. Scan the QR code to learn more!

HIGHER EDUCATION



On October 11th, we came together at the Rose Garden Banquet Hall in Hays, KS for an evening 
of celebration and thanks to your incredible generosity, we raised over $58,000 to support our 
mission of preventing relationship-based violence in Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, and beyond. 

This success is only possible because of you, our sponsors, donors, and friends, who believe in 
a future where young people thrive in healthy, respectful partnerships built on equality, love, 
and respect. Your support will help us continue this work and expand prevention education 
program in schools and communities. By attending, sponsoring, or donating, you’ve become 
an important part of Jana’s story. Thank you for your support and belief in our mission! 

INTERNAL NEWS AND FUNDRAISING EFFORTS
Empty Place at the Table: Together, We Raised over $58,000

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Strengthening Northwest Kansas Communities: Jana’s Campaign & Options Partnership Update
Through a grant from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Jana’s Campaign and Options Domestic 
& Sexual Violence Services continue working together to prevent dating and domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking in Northwest Kansas.   
Since launching this initiative in 2023, we’ve hosted community forums, distributed surveys, and engaged local 
leaders to better understand the needs of Ellis, Thomas, and Russell Counties. Recently, we’ve expanded our efforts by 
meeting with City Commissioners, hosting specialized trainings, and collaborating with partners like Kansas Alcohol 
Beverage Control to better understand processes and strengthen prevention strategies.  
Our next steps include implementing Maintaining a Healthy & Safe Workplace Training, a training program designed 
to help businesses and organizations develop policies and procedures that support employees experiencing dating or 
domestic violence, sexual harassment or assault, and stalking.

Voices For Consent: Leadership 310 Fieldwork Class at FHSU
Voices For Consent is a powerful student-led initiative born from the Leadership 310 class 
at Fort Hays State University (FHSU), a course designed to transform leadership theory 
into meaningful community action. Through this service-learning project, students partner 
with local organizations to address real issues impacting their campus and community, 
using strategic planning, collaboration, and reflection to drive change.  
This year, Voices For Consent was developed out of the course working with Jana’s 

Campaign, and led three key events to inspire awareness and engagement: the Fence of Voices at the FHSU Quad, where 
“each ribbon tells a story, and every voice matters”; Purple Thursday, inviting the campus community to wear purple 
in solidarity against domestic violence while learning about local resources; and a fun, high-energy “Pie in the Face” 
fundraiser where proceeds were donated to Jana’s Campaign. These student efforts embody the mission of service learning 
by putting leadership theories into action.

Want to make a real impact in preventing relationship-based violence? We’re looking for passionate 
volunteers to help us inspire change in communities across Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, and beyond. 
Whether you can lend a hand at events or share your skills behind the scenes, your time and talent make a 
difference. Sign up today and be part of the movement to prevent relationship-based violence before it begins. 

Join Our Mission—Volunteer with Jana’s Campaign!
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Bernard, Vice President of Student Affairs at Oakton College, brings a strong commitment to advocacy 
and education on relationship-based violence prevention. His professional expertise and leadership are 
grounded in years of work promoting awareness and an understanding of these issues. Bernard aims to 
contribute strategic insight and a collaborative spirit to advance Jana’s Campaign’s mission of preventing 
violence before it starts. 

As 2025 comes to a close, we’re in the final stretch of our Knowledge 
is Power: Prevention Fundraising Initiative—a $100,000 campaign 
dedicated to sustaining Jana’s Campaign’s violence prevention education 
programs. Thanks to your incredible support, we’ve made tremendous 

progress, but we still have $20,000 left to raise before year-end.   
Your gift ensures that our Prevention Educators can continue providing life-changing programming in 
schools and communities, equipping young people with the tools to recognize unhealthy behaviors, build 
healthy relationships, and prevent violence before it begins.  
Education is powerful. It saves lives.  
Join us in carrying Jana’s legacy forward by making a tax-deductible donation today. Every dollar brings 
us closer to a future free from dating and domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking.

On behalf of the Jana’s Campaign staff and board of directors, we wish you a happy and safe 
holiday season! We remember Jana’s bright spirit and the love that continues to guide our work. 
Thank you for your steadfast support as we work to prevent all forms of relationship-based 
violence in honor of Jana. 

Shauna, Director of Events & Marketing, Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club, brings extensive experience in 
crisis negotiation, social work, and nonprofit leadership, paired with a personal commitment to violence 
prevention and advocacy. Her professional background has given her insight into both the strengths and 
gaps in systems designed to protect victims. Shauna is dedicated to using her voice to advance prevention 
education and advocacy efforts. 
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Bernard Little, PhD

Shauna Boatright

Holly brings over a decade of experience in higher education law and violence prevention. Her passion 
for advocacy began while working with the Fort Hays State University (FHSU) Women’s Leadership 
Project, where she first connected with Jana’s Campaign founders, Drs. Christie and Curt Brungardt. 
Holly’s career has included roles in Title IX compliance and prevention education at FHSU and 
University of Central Missouri (UCM). Today, as Assistant General Counsel & Policy Director at UCM, 
she continues to champion safe campuses. 

Holly Weiss, JD

Scan the QR Code to Support 
the Knowledge is Power  
Fundraising Initiative:


